
Wet Tropics
Cape Tribulation

The Great Tropical Drive is a self-drive route from 
Cairns or Townsville to some of the most amazing 
places in the Wet Tropics National Landscape.
The Great Tropical Drive passes through six unique regions: Cooktown; Port Douglas and 
Daintree; Cairns and Beaches; Mission Beach and the Cassowary Coast; Tropical Tablelands and 
Savannah Country; and Townsville, Charters Towers and Hinchinbrook. There are also 13 discovery 
trails which link some of Australia’s best known attractions including the Great Barrier Reef 
and the rainforests of the Wet Tropics and ancient geological secrets of the Savannah country. 
The region is also home to rich Indigenous culture, indulgent tropical food trails to explore and 
accessible outback adventures.

Days 1 - 4 
Cairns to Cooktown

Head north from Cairns along the Cook Highway to Port Douglas, stopping to enjoy the views 
over the Coral Sea. This is one of the most beautiful ocean drives in the world, with its backdrop 
of steep mountain ranges, coastal beaches and headlands. The route between Port Douglas 
and Cooktown follows The Bama Way – following ancient Aboriginal story-lines through 
coastal mangroves and rich rainforest. Just north of Port Douglas is Mossman and the stunning 
Mossman Gorge, which features walking trails, a waterfall and swimming holes. Take a tour with 
an Aboriginal guide for a fascinating insight into Indigenous history, culture and spirituality.

From Mossman, continue through to the Daintree River vehicle ferry, which operates continuous 
transfers across the river. Visit Daintree Village, which is popular for wildlife spotting, guided 
rainforest walks, scenic valley drives, galleries and restaurants. Enjoy a cruise on the Daintree 
River, a magnificent waterway teeming with birdlife and crocodiles. 

Cross the river on the ferry and trek north towards Cape Tribulation. You are now passing 
through some of the most significant rainforest in the world. This relictual Gondwanan portion 
of rainforest exists exclusively within the central three valleys off the eastern flank of Thornton 
Peak, with the Cooper Valley at its centrepiece. Here the highest biodiversity and concentration 
of ancient, rare, primitive and endemic species, impress visitors with exceptional richness, amid 
magnificent fan palm galleries and rainforest giants. Not to be missed under any circumstances.

For those with 4WD vehicles, head north of Cape Tribulation and tackle the spectacular 
Bloomfield Track; 30km of rugged and remote wilderness as you begin to enter Australia’s last 
great frontier – Cooktown and Cape York Peninsula. For a touch of authentic ‘Australiana’, stop 
off at the Lion’s Den Hotel.
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Days 5-7
Cooktown to Atherton

Heading south west from Cooktown, stop at Black Mountain National 
Park and then on to Lakeland in the picturesque Laura River Valley. 
An unsealed road heading north to Laura reveals the world’s largest 
collection of prehistoric rock art. Further south, check out the mining 
memorabilia at the Palmer River Roadhouse and continue south to the 
Atherton Tablelands for the night. 

Spend the day exploring the Mareeba Wetlands, a community wildlife 
reserve with over 2,000 hectares of wetlands and grassland savannah. 
Take time to enjoy the local produce as you drive south through 
interesting towns such as Atherton, built on the side of an extinct 
volcano; the old mining town of Herberton and Ravenshoe, home to the 
‘highest pub in Queensland’. Just past Ravenshoe is Australia’s widest 
waterfall, the Millstream Falls. 

Days 7 - 10
Atherton to Charters Towers

The road which heads west from Mareeba is known as the 
Wheelbarrow Way, and is the start of the Chillagoe Discovery Trail. Take 
an extra day or two to leave the main road and explore the old mining 
towns of Mt Mulligan, Tyrconnell, Kingsborough and Thornborough. 
You’ll need a whole day to explore Chillagoe’s attractions and soak up 
the atmosphere of this former mining boomtown.

Follow the Savannah Way to the Forty Mile Scrub National Park before 
heading to the ancient lava tubes of Undara Volcanic National Park. 
Heading south on the Kennedy Highway is Dalrymple National Park, 
renowned for its unique geological formations. For a more adventurous 
drive, take the Georgetown Trail west through the outback town of 
Mount Surprise, then south to Einasleigh, an old copper mining town, 
and take a walk through the magnificent gorge. Back on the main drive, 
head to Charters Towers, a heritage city largely unchanged since the 
gold rush days of the 1800s.

Days 10-14
Townsville to Cairns

Travel the Flinders Highway to Townsville and visit the Museum of 
Tropical Queensland or Reef HQ. If time allows, extend your stay 
in Townsville, including a ‘must do’ visit to nearby Magnetic Island. 
Another side trip from Townsville is the Liquid Gold trail, a relaxing two-
day drive through national park, scenic bushland and sugar cane fields. 
Head from Townsville to Ayr visiting Bowling Green Bay National Park 
on the way. Enjoy wildlife spotting, have a swim and picnic at Alligator 
Creek and maybe camp for the night. Continue to Cromarty Wetlands 
and then take a short drive to Pioneer Mill, a quaint township hosting 
beautiful waterbirds. Stop at Ayr for the night before heading back to 
Townsville. 

Heading from Townsville to Ingham, turn-off on the unsealed road to 
Jourama Falls for great views and walking tracks. The friendly sugar 
town of Ingham is nestled in the heart of the Wet Tropics World 
Heritage Area and Great Barrier Reef. Visit the Tyto Wetlands, home 
to over 200 species of birds, tropical plants and Australian wildlife 
including wallabies and crocodiles.

Bloomfield Falls

From Ingham, take a detour from the highway and visit Wallaman Falls, 
Australia’s highest single drop waterfall. Continue to Cardwell where 
you can catch a ferry across to Australia’s largest island national park, 
Hinchinbrook Island. Book ahead and trek three nights and four days 
along the famous Thorsborne Trail on the eastern side of the island.

Continue north along the Great Green Way section of the Great Tropical 
Drive, through Kennedy, detouring to Edmund Kennedy National Park or 
to Murray Falls, one of the prettiest falls in North Queensland.

Head to the Tully River and Tully Gorge for white-water rafting, a picnic 
or camping. Make sure to take the short Rainforest Butterfly Walk at 
the gorge. Keen hikers can explore the Misty Mountain trails or for 
those who are more into relaxing beach strolls, Mission Beach is not to 
be missed. 

The scenic route north will take you through Innisfail. North of Innisfail, 
visit Eubenangee Swamp National Park, an important wetland area that 
contains a number of rare plant species and assists in the conservation 
of the region’s wildlife. Also not to be missed are Ella Bay National Park 
and Wooroonooran National Park. Bartle Frere, Queensland’s highest 
peak (1,622m) is certainly no ‘walk in the park’ but well worth the 
challenge for those who like extreme, natural adventures.

Port Douglas

Useful websites
www.wettropics.gov.au 

www.cairnsgreatbarrierreef.org.au

http://drivenorthqueensland.com.au/home/default.aspx

www.townsvilleholidays.info

www.athertontablelands.com.au


