
W
ET

 T
RO

PI
CS

 M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

PL
AN

 1
98

8 
 : 
RE
VI
EW

1

The Wet Tropics Management Authority is reviewing its statutory management plan.
The Authority is seeking the views of Rainforest Aboriginal people about how best to promote 

recognition of Aboriginal tradition and the significant role that Rainforest Aboriginal people play in 
cultural and natural heritage management within the World Heritage Area.

The Wet Tropics landscape we value so much today is the result of the stewardship of the Rainforest 
Aboriginal people who have been present since time immemorial.

Have your say!

See back page for how to make a submission and obtain more information.

Wet Tropics Management Plan 
REVIEW
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Wet Tropics World Heritage Area listing
The World Heritage Area was declared in December 
1988. The listing recognised natural values such as:

• The diversity and evolutionary importance of the 
Area’s plants, animals and ecosystems.

• The high proportion of plants and animals found 
nowhere else in the world.

• Significant habitats for conservation of biodiversity, 
including threatened animals and plants.

• Exceptional natural beauty.

In 2012, Rainforest Aboriginal people successfully 
achieved a National Heritage Listing of Indigenous 
cultural values in the Wet Tropics. The listing recognises 
Rainforest Aboriginal heritage is unique to the Wet 
Tropics and is a remarkable and continuous connection 
with a tropical rainforest environment.

How does the Plan work? 
The Wet Tropics Management Plan came into operation 
in 1998. The Plan regulates activities that may have an 
impact on the natural values of the Wet Tropics World 
Heritage Area.  The Plan includes:

• Zoning maps to designate areas for conservation, 
infrastructure and visitor sites. They also define road 
classifications for the use of motorised vehicles.

• A permit system which allows the Authority to 
assess the potential impact of regulated activities 
and provides opportunities for Rainforest Aboriginal 
people to advise the Authority on relevant cultural 
considerations.

How could the Plan be improved?
Overall, we are looking for ways the Plan could better 
recognise Rainforest Aboriginal traditions and the 
contributions of Rainforest Aboriginal people to the 
past and future management of the World Heritage 
Area. Specifically, it is proposed that the Plan could:

• Add a preliminary section to recognise that the 
Plan must have regard to Aboriginal tradition and 
to acknowledge Rainforest Aboriginal people as the 
traditional custodians of the Wet Tropics landscape.

• Amend definitions of all zones (section 6) to recognize 
traditional Rainforest Aboriginal land management 
practices are appropriate in all zones.

• Provide for the use of motor vehicles on management 
roads for cultural heritage management.

• Amend the sections dealing with Cooperative 
Management Agreements to be more specific 
about potential use to enable social and economic 
development for Rainforest Aboriginal groups. These 
agreements allow the Authority to vary the zoning 
maps and permit system in the Plan, so long as the 
agreement contributes to the Primary Goal – to 
protect, conserve, rehabilitate, present and transmit 
to future generations the World Heritage Area.

• Investigate opportunities to amend the Plan to enable 
the recognition of Indigenous plans for management 
of their country as Cooperative Management 
Agreements. Plan amendments could also allow the 
Authority to develop guidelines for making decisions 
about Cooperative Management Agreements.

• Amend section 23 to clarify that the Plan does not 
affect Native Title rights prescribed under section 211 
of the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).

• Amend section 33(b), which states that a permit may 
be issued for activities allowed under Native Title, 
to clarify that a permit is not required to exercise a 
native title right under s211 of the Native Title Act 1993.

• Consider adding potential visitor sites and existing 
access roads and management roads to the Plan 
where proposed by Rainforest Aboriginal people for 
managing their country.

Guidelines for consultation and decision 
making
The Plan provides for guidelines to be developed about 
how to best consult and make decisions about permit 
applications.

It is proposed to update the permit assessment (section 
62) guideline for Rainforest Aboriginal consultation to 
ensure the Authority has appropriate regard for Native 
Title rights, Aboriginal tradition and free, prior, informed 
consent processes.

It also proposed to create a new section to allow 
guidelines to be developed to facilitate Indigenous land 
management plans to be recognised as cooperative 
management agreements (sections 40-43). These 
guidelines would help the Authority and Rainforest 
Aboriginal people to work together to develop suitable 
management plans for living on country and to avoid or 
minimise impacts on the World Heritage Area.

Protection of cultural heritage in the Wet 
Tropics World Heritage Area
• The Queensland Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 

is the primary legislation for protection of Rainforest 
Aboriginal cultural sites and heritage. Some Rainforest 
Aboriginal Groups are registered as Cultural Heritage 
Bodies which means they are the first point of contact 
for cultural heritage matters.

• The Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 includes provisions to ensure 
effective management of listed cultural values 
and protection against activities that may have a 
significant impact on these values.

We acknowledge Rainforest Aboriginal people 
as the traditional custodians of the Wet Tropics 

World Heritage Area and recognise their 
connection to this cultural landscape. We pay our 

respects to Elders past, present and future.
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Have your say! Submissions close 
Friday 30 June 2017

The Wet Tropics Management Plan REVIEW

The Plan review process How to make a submission
The Plan review requires two rounds of public 
consultation of at least 40 days each for the community 
to make submissions. The proposed amendments 
then go to the Wet Tropics Ministerial Forum and the 
Queensland Government for approval.

Phase 1 consultation (2 May to 30 June 2017)
• The purpose of this phase is to gather ideas and 

suggestions from landholders, Traditional custodians, 
Native Title holders, stakeholders and the broader 
community about how the Plan could be improved.

• The Authority will contact Registered Native Title 
Body Corporates (RNTBCs) and Prescribed Bodies 
Corporates (PBCs) to plan formal and informal 
meetings with Rainforest Aboriginal people during 
this period. 

• Rainforest Aboriginal groups and individuals are 
encouraged to make a formal submission during this 
process.

• To assist Rainforest Aboriginal people to make a formal 
submission, a contractor, BioCultural ConneXions has 
been appointed. 

Plan preparation (July 2017 to January 2018)
• The Authority considers all submissions and prepares 

a draft amendment Plan.

Phase 2 consultation (February to May 2018)
• The purpose of this phase is to seek comments on 

the draft amendment Plan and zoning maps.

• As in phase 1, the Authority will meet with Rainforest 
Aboriginal people to seek comments and submissions. 

Legislative approval (June 2018)
• The Authority will prepare the final amendment Plan 

for approval by the Wet Tropics Ministerial Forum and 
the Queensland Government. 

Online: 
www.wettropics.gov.au/wet-tropics-plan-review

Written submission:
Wet Tropics Management Authority 
PO Box 2050, Cairns 4870

Email: wettropics@wtma.qld.gov.au

More information
See the Plan review brochure on our website 
www.wettropics.gov.au/wet-tropics-plan-review 
for detailed information and interactive zoning maps.

Visit your local council office to see hard copies of the 
zoning maps and a 16 page brochure.

Contacts
Wet Tropics Management Authority
Cairns Port Authority Building
Corner Grafton and Hartley Streets, Cairns

If you wish to know more about the Plan review process 
or if you would like us to come and meet with you 
directly, please contact staff at the Authority:

To organise a meeting:

Eli Taylor 4241 0505 
 eli.taylor@wtma.qld.gov.au
Alicia Haines 4241 0510 
 alicia.haines@wtma.qld.gov.au

To ask about proposed changes to the Plan:
Campbell Clarke 4241 0531 
 campbell.clarke@wtma.qld.gov.au
Lorraine Briggs 4241 0520 
 lorraine.briggs@wtma.qld.gov.au

To contribute to a Rainforest Aboriginal submission:

BioCultural ConneXions 
Email: bruc3anthrO@gmail.com
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